HUMANISM & THE CHURCHES

Herbert, less confined for the sense of the presence
he desires to the Church and its symbolism. In nature
and in human nature, his own childhood and the
childhood of the world, the veil that divides the soul
from God trembles at moments with the conscious-
ness of His presence:

Were now that chronicle alive,
Those white designs which children drive,
And the thoughts of each harmless hour,
With their content too in my pow'r,
Quickly would I make my path even,
And by meer playing go to Heaven.

How do I study now, and scan
Thee more than ere I studied man,
And only see through a long night
Thy edges, and thy bordering light!
O for thy center and mid-day!
For sure that is the narrow way*

To men of the temper of Herbert and Vaughan and
>Traherne and Walton and many another for whom
'Christianity was not an insurance against Hell-fire
, but a new experience of love for God and Man, the
outbreak of the Civil War came as a profound
shock, whether their sympathies had been with
Parliament or King in the political and ecclesiastical
struggle which led up to that calamity. In the Latin
verses which were prefixed to his Olorl$canus(i6$i\
Ad Posteros, Vaughan describes his own attitude:

Sed ut mea Certus

^ Tempora Cognoscas, dura fuere, scias.
Vixi, divisos cum fregerat haeresis Anglos

Inter Tysiphonas presbyteri et populi.

His primum miseris per amoena furentibus arva

Prostravit sanctam vilis avena rosam,

1 Childe-hood.
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